PLATINUM JUBILEE OF
DINAMALAR TAMIL NEWS DAILY

Dinamalar, the nationalist Tamil daily
newspaper, completes 75 years as a voice of
nationalism and national integration in Tamil
Nadu.

In 1951, when regions of the erstwhile
Travancore-Cochin State, including Kanyakumari
District,were to be integrated with Kerala but a
majority of the population were Tamil-speaking
people and they desired integration with Tamil
Nadu. To give a wider voice to their movement,
T.V.Ramasubbaiyer, business person and social
activist from Nagercoil, founded Dinamalar.
He was actively involved in anti-untouchability
campaigns, the temple entry movement and
literacy initiatives for Scheduled Castes.

First published from Thiruvananthapuram,
Dinamalar faced repression from the Travan-
core-Cochin State but remained steadfast in
supporting the movement. The movement
succeeded, and the Tamil-speaking regions of
Travancore-Cochin were integrated with Tamil
Nadu in 1956. From 1957, publication shifted to
Tirunelveli. Today, Dinamalar is published from
12 centres, including New Delhi and Bengaluru.

Dinamalar has made notable contributions
to Tamil journalism. It was the first major media
organisation to adopt reformed Tamil letters,
making Tamil easier to read and accessible to a
larger newly literate readership. Despite opposi-
tion from conservatives, it continued using them,
contributing to their subsequent adoption by the
State Government as the standard form of Tamil
writing.

In 1982, Dinamalar introduced ‘Varamalar’,
the first free weekly supplement in India, aimed at
encouraging women to read and contributing to

their social and political awareness. In 1985, it
launched the first free children's supplement in
Tamil to inculcate reading habits among children.

The newspaper has undertaken social
campaigns that contributed to important govern-
ment schemes, including the mid-day meal
scheme for government school students. Its devel-
opment journalism has also supported infrastruc-
ture and industrial projects through campaigns.

For students, Dinamalar is the only Tamil
news paper with a student edition and conducts
free examination-preparation events for govern-
ment school students, benefiting tens of thou-
sands every year.

Today, its journalism remains guided by
the principle of ‘nation first’ and the founder’s
vision of a strong India and a society with equal
opportunities for all. It continues to associate
itself with social, cultural, linguistic, environmen-
tal and development causes, believing that the
fourth estate can bring positive change in the lives
of Indians.

The Department of Posts is pleased to
issue a commemorative postage stamp on the
Platinum Jubilee of Dinamalar Tamil News Daily,
marking 75 years of its distinguished journey and
recognizing its contribution to journalism, nation-
alism and national integration. The issuance of
this stamp is a tribute to the enduring legacy of
Dinamalar and its continued role in promoting
social, cultural, linguistic and development causes
in Tamil Nadu.
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